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Grade 
Levels TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEMES 
EY 
to 
G1 

Ages 3-7 

Who we are 
  

An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 

human relationships including 
families, friends, communities, 

and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 

to be human. 
 

Where We are in Place and 
Time 

  
An inquiry into orientation in place 

and time; personal histories; 
homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations, and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives. 
 

How We Express Ourselves 
  

An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, 

and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

 

How the World Works 
  

An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 

(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 

use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 

advances on society and on the 
environment. 

 

How We Organize Ourselves 
  

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and 

function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 

activities and their impact on 
humankind and the environment. 

 

Sharing the Planet 
  

An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 
people and other living things; 

communities and the relationships 
within and between them; access to 

equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

 

Central Idea Family relationships 
contribute to shaping our 
identity. 

 Play allows us to learn and 
express our ideas and 
feelings. 

 Food goes through many 
processes. 

 

Animals have certain 
requirements in order to grow 
and stay healthy. 

Lines of 
Inquiry 
 
An inquiry 
into: 

● Diversity of family 
● Responsibility within 

families 
● Family influence our 

identity 

 ● Communication through 
play 

● Imaginative use of 
materials in play 

● The role of toys in play 

 ● Where food comes from 
● Processing food 
● Food waste 

● Physical characteristics 
of animals 

● Animals certain needs to 
survive (food, climate, 
habitat) 

● Our responsibility 
towards animals 

Key 
Concepts 

● Perspective, 
● Responsibility 
● Connection 

 ● Function 
● Perspective 

 ● Connection 
● Change 
● Causation 

● Form 
● Function 
● Responsibility 

Related 
Concepts 

● Relationships 
● Beliefs and values 
● Initiative 

 ● Imagination 
● Creativity 
● Communication  

 ● Agriculture 
● Systems 
● Waste 

● Habitat 
● Needs 
● Interdependence 

IB Learner 
Profile 

● Caring 
● Principled 
● Open-minded 

 ● Risk-taker 
● Communicator 
● Thinker  

 ● Balanced 
● Caring 
● Risk-taker 

● Knowledgeable 
● Principled 
● Inquirer 

Approaches 
to Learning 
/ Skills 

Thinking Skills:  
Metacognition 
 
Research Skills:  
Gathering and Recording 
 
Communication Skills:  
Speaking  

 Thinking Skills: 
Generating novel ideas 
 
Research Skills:  
Formulating and Planning 
 
Communication Skills:  
Informed Choices 

 Thinking Skills: 
Application 
 
Research Skills:  
Reliability of Sources 
 
Communication Skills:  
Writing 

Thinking Skills: 
Analysis 
 
Research Skills:  
Ethical Use 
 
Communication Skills:  
Reading 



Social Skills: 
Respecting others 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Emotional management 

Social Skills:  
Resolving Conflict 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Perseverance 

Social Skills:  
Social Intelligence 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Managing Self 

Social Skills:  
Supporting Others 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Goal Setting 

Subject 
Focus 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), PSPE (I), 
Art (I), Music (I), Library (I) 

 Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
PSPE (I), Social Studies (I), 
Science (I), Art (I), Music (I) 
Library (I) 

 Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Science (I), Social Studies (I), 
PSPE (P), Library (I), Art (S), 
Music (S) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Science (I), Social Studies (I), 
Art (I), Music (P), Library (I) 

I = Integrated into UOI,  P = Partially integrated,   S = stand alone UOI 

 
 
 

G2
/ 

G3 
Ages 7-9 

Who we are 
  

An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 

human relationships including 
families, friends, communities, 

and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 

to be human. 
 
 

Where We are in Place and 
Time 

  
An inquiry into orientation in place 

and time; personal histories; 
homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives.  
 

How We Express Ourselves 
  

An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 

and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

 

How the World Works 
  

An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 

(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 

use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact 
of scientific and technological 

advances on society and on the 
environment. 

 

How We Organize Ourselves 
  

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and 

function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 

activities and their impact on 
humankind and the environment. 

 

Sharing the Planet 
  

An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 

people and with other living things; 
communities and the relationships 
within and between them; access 
to equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution. 
 

Central Idea Our senses influence our 
experiences in many 
ways. 

The way we live changes 
over time. 

People express their culture 
and values through 
celebrations. 

Materials have different 
properties that determine 
their use. 

We create systems to help 
communities function. 
 

Plants provide vital 
resources to sustain life. 
 

Lines of 
Inquiry 
 
An inquiry 
into: 

● How our senses and 
emotions  work 
together 

● How we rely on our 
senses to keep safe 

● How sensory 
impairment can be 
assisted 

● How the world changes 
and develops over time 

● What makes things 
change 

● Similarities and 
differences between the 
past and the present 

● Why we celebrate  
● How celebrations help us 

understand our culture 
● Traditions and 

celebrations around the 
world 

● Properties and uses of 
materials in our 
everyday lives 

● Changing properties in 
materials 

● Manipulation of 
materials for specific 
purposes 

● Systems within a 
community 

● Structures of a system 
● Development of a system  

 

● Plant structures and 
habitats 

● Plant products 
● How to take care of the 

plant 

Key 
Concepts 

● Connection 
● Perspective 
● Responsibility 

● Change 
● Causation 
● Perspective 

● Causation 
● Perspective  
● Form  

● Form 
● Function 
● Change  

● Form 
● Connection 
● Causation 

● Form 
● Function 
● Responsibility 

Related 
Concepts 

● Safety 
● Disability 
● Unity 

● Chronology 
● Reasons 
● Comparison 

● Beliefs 
● Values 
● Identity 

● Prediction 
● Properties of materials 
● Innovation 

● Structure 
● Systems 
● Impact 

● Habitats 
● Role  
● Initiative 

IB Learner 
Profile 

● Caring 
● Balanced 

● Reflective 
● Knowledgeable  

● Open-minded 
● Communicator 

● Thinker 
● Inquirer 

● Principled 
● Knowledgeable 

● Caring  
● Balanced 

Approaches Thinking Skills:  Thinking Skills:  Thinking Skills:  Thinking Skills:  Thinking Skills:  Thinking Skills:  



to Learning 
/ Skills 

Reflection 
 
Research Skills:  
Gathering and recording 
 
Communication Skills: 
Listening 
Speaking 
Interpreting 
 
Social Skills: Self-control 
 
Self-Management Skills: 
Emotional management 
 

Evaluation 
 
Research Skills:  
Synthesising and 
Interpreting 
 
Communication Skills:  
Reading 
 
Social Skills:  
Resolving conflict 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Resilience 
 

Considering new 
perspectives 
 
Research Skills:  
Ethical use 
 
Communication Skills: 
Informed choices 
 
Social Skills:  
Respecting others 
Social intelligence 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Self-motivation 

Application in multiple 
contexts 
Forming decisions 
 
Research Skills:  
Formulating and planning 
 
Communication Skills:  
Reading 
 
Social Skills:  
Social intelligence 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Managing self 

Metacognition 
 
Research Skills:  
Synthesising and 
interpreting 
 
Communication Skills:  
Speaking 
 
Social Skills:  
Supporting others 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Goal setting 

Forming decisions 
 
Research Skills:  
Creating 
 
Communication Skills:  
Writing 
 
Social Skills:  
Respecting others 
 
Self-Management Skills: 
Managing self 
 
 

Subject 
Focus 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Science (I), PSPE (P), 
Music (P), Art (I), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), Art (I), PSPE 
(P), Music (I), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), Art (I), Music 
(I), Dance, (I), PSPE (I), 
Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Science (I), Art (I), PSPE (P), 
Music (S), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), Art (I), PSPE 
(P), Music (S), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Science (I), Art (I), Music (P), 
PSPE(S), Library (I) 

I = Integrated into UOI,  P = Partially integrated,   S = stand alone UOI 
 

 
 

G4 
/ 

G5 
Ages 9-11 

Who we are 
  

An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 

human relationships including 
families, friends, communities, 

and cultures; rights 
and responsibilities; what it 

means to be human. 
 

Where We are in Place and 
Time 

  
An inquiry into orientation in place 

and time; personal histories; 
homes and journeys the 

discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives. 
 

How We Express Ourselves 
  

An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 

and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity; our appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

 

How the World Works 
  
An inquiry into the natural world 

and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 

(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 

use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact of 

scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the 

environment. 
 

How We Organize Ourselves 
  

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and 

function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 

activities and their impact on 
humankind and the environment. 

 

Sharing the Planet 
  

An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 

people and with other living 
things; communities and the 

relationships within and between 
them; access to equal 

opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 

 

Central Idea People have rights and 
responsibilities to meet 
their needs and to protect 
their well-being. 

People embark on 
migrations for many 
reasons. 
 

Art and artists have an 
impact on societies. 
 

Technology helps people 
share and store information 
 

 
 

The world has developed 
different governmental 
structures to guide decision 
making. 

Human consumption is 
connected to environmental 
issues. 

 

Lines of 
Inquiry 
 
An inquiry 
into: 

● Rights and 
responsibilities  

● Universal declaration 
of human rights  

● Action for human 
rights  

● Types of migration 
● Why people migrate 
● The effect of migration 

on families and 
countries 

 

● Different forms of art 
● Artist’s over time 
● The impact that artists 

have on individuals and 
societies 

● Information  
● Changes in technology 

over time 
● Ways of sharing and 

storing  information  
 

● Types of governance 
● How different 

governments work 
● The effects of 

governments on people 
and the environment 

● Environmental issues 
● Consumption and the 

available resources 
● How to coexist with all 

species on the planet 

Key 
Concepts 

● Form 
● Function 

● Form 
● Causation  

● Form 
● Connection 

● Causation 
● Change 

● Form 
● Function 

● Causation  
● Responsibility 



● Connection 
● Responsibility 

● Change ● Change ● Connection 
 

● Causation 
● Change 

● Connection 

Related 
Concepts 

● Rights 
● Behaviour 
● Relationships 

 

● Conflict 
● Economy 
● Migration 

 

● Societies 
● Impact 
● Creativity 
● inspiration 

● Usage 
● Networks 
● Transformation  

● Justice 
● Systems 
● Decision making  

 

● Consumption 
● Sustainability 
● Pollution 

 

IB Learner 
Profile 

● Caring 
● Principled 
● Open-minded 

● Risk-taker 
● Caring 
● Inquirer 

● Open-minded 
● Risk-taker 
● Reflective 

●  Balanced 
● Thinker 

● Communicator  
● Inquirer 

● Knowledgeable 
● Reflective 
● Caring 

Approaches 
to 
Learning/Ski
lls 

Thinking Skills:  
Reflection 
 
Research Skills: 
Formulating and planning 
 
Communication Skills: 
Listening, Reading, 
Speaking 
 
Social Skills: Respecting 
others 
 
Self-Management Skills: 
Emotional management 
 

Thinking Skills:  
Analysis 
 
Research Skills:  
Gathering and recording 
 
Communication Skills: 
Listening 
Speaking 
 
Social Skills:  
Respecting and supporting 
others 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Goal setting 

Thinking Skills:  
Generating novel ideas 
 
Research Skills:  
Creating 
 
Communication Skills:  
Listening 
 
Social Skills:  
Emotional intelligence 
Respecting others 
 
Self-Management Skills: 
Perseverance 

Thinking Skills:  
Analysis 
Forming decisions 
 
Research Skills:  
Gathering and recording 
 
Communication Skills:  
Writing 
 
Social Skills:  
Social intelligence 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Goal setting 

Thinking Skills:  
Forming decisions 
 
Research Skills:  
Gathering and recording 
 
Communication Skills:  
Listening 
Speaking 
 
Social Skills:  
Social intelligence 
Resolving conflict 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Goal setting 
Managing self 

Thinking Skills:  
Analysis 
Reflection 
Application in multiple 
contexts 
 
Research Skills:  
Evaluation and 
communication 
 
Communication Skills: 
Informed choices 
 
Social Skills:  
Social intelligence 
 
Self-Management Skills:  
Managing self 

Subject 
Focus 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), Art (I), 
PSPE (I), Music (I), Library 
(I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), Art (I), 
PSPE (S), Music (I), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), Art 
(I), PSPE (S), Music (I), Dance 
(I), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (P), Science (I) 
Art (I), PSPE (S), Music (I), 
Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (I), Art (I), PSPE 
(S), Music (I), Library (I) 

Language Arts (I), Math (I), 
Social Studies (P), Science (I) 
Art (I), PSPE (S), Music (I), 
Library (I) 

I = Integrated into UOI,  P = Partially integrated,   S = stand alone UOI 

For Grade 5 This year especially, students should be having a greater role in planning the units, central ideas, lines of inquiry and assessments. It could start as a sub central idea, moving on to a main one and individual.  
Over the course of the year the students could look at planning their own units within the transdisciplinary theme. Planning outside the trans disciplinary theme will take time and could be looked at over the next 2 to 3 years 
on how to successfully do this. 

 
 
 
 


